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BENDING THE ARC OF
HISTORY TOWARDS

JUSTICE
THE LAST WILL OF LUCY SUTTON

TERRENCE M. FRANKLIN

THE LAST WILL OF LUCY SUTTON:
An antebellum interracial story of love.

By Terry Franklin




Viola Crim Walker, Born February 17, 1914
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Viola Crim Walker, Born February 17, 1914

this. message on 2/12/2021 7:19 M.

| ERE Sl e
'Franklin,

ed is the will, but | am not sure you will be able to read it. | am going to pﬁt itin an ef
etter. Also attached are some pictures of the original will that our runner took at the

your Aunt Viola | said, Happy Birthday!!

ur time with your family. 1am glad | could be a small part of the celebration!

& Greene, P.A.
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First image of envelope of John Sutton’s will.

First image of outside of John
Sutton’s will.
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The Last Will of John Sutton
January 24, 1846
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Aunt Viola's Hundredth
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Tracing One T
Family’s Path
to Freedom,
Through Love :

By Terry Frankiin

Tarry FIaAREn & 3 Darier 1 The Low Angeien, Caiformaa, frm of S0k

Clacser frariin & Lodioe LLP and 3 member of the Sacton Councl

Prosars & Proresmy - SorvamafOoms 2004

13

BERNIE D. JONES

FATHERS OF
CONSCIENCE

MIXED-RACE INHERITANCE
in the
ANTEBELLUM SOUTH
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Traveling across Florida to see
John Sutton’s Will
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)s Angeles, CA 90071 ’*‘

ar Mr. Franklin:

ank you very much for your generous donation supporting t
rk of the Equal Justice Initiative. Your contribution in 1
ount of received on July 28, 2015, is crucial to 1
cess of our expanding programs to reform the administration
ninal justice, protect the rights of children who are sentenc
| jailed as adults, educate the public, and create hope
rginalized communities. We also continue to expand a

msify our work on race and poverty in America, and 1o bri
cased knowledge and awareness of the connections betws
nation’s history of racial injustice and the current era of
rceration, disproportionate education and cecong
rtunity, and police abuse of minorities. With so ¢
rtant work ahead, we are energized by your commitme
1d are grateful that you choose to stand with us. Your su

5 our work possible.

T
o go M/VZ;;ZYL{ PR
best, wodafi"'{"‘(‘ 4’_”4//\4/‘/6

L
/47/ > .mn‘ld" ,%k ~
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Going to the Courthouse in
Jacksonville
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At the Duval County Courthouse Opening
John Sutton’s Probate File
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Fourth: | willand bequeath unto my
trusty friend and relation William R.
Adams, formerly of Ware County,
Georgia, and now of said Duval County,
Florida, all of the above named and
described property, the said slaves, and
the future increase of the females
thereof, the said cattle, hogs [] to have
and to hold unto him and his heirs, under
the following conditions, namely, that
upon my death, or as soon thereafter as
practicable, he the said William R.
Adams, remove the said slaves and the
increase as aforesaid, or permit them to
be removed, beyond the jurisdiction of
the state of Florida, and into the states of
Ohio, Indiana, or lllinois, or any foreign
country or state, where they can enjoy
their freedom of being released from the
condition of slavery

The Will established a frust
obligation.

19

Fifth: | further will and declare that in
case the above conditional bequest
of the said slaves to the said William R.
Adams, be in anywise impeached in a
court of justice by any other persons
except the said Adams, claiming a
right to said property under me, orin
any other respect, as invalid, or as
against the existing laws of Florida,
and it shall be so decreed and judged
by any competent court, then the
said bequest of the said slaves to the
said Adams shall be, and | so declare
it to be, absolute and unconditional,
vesting the absolute property to the
said slaves to the said Adams and his
heirs, making him my universal
legatee to all the above named

property.

John Sutton, Lucy Sutton and
their lawyer all anficipated a
contest, so the will was
drafted to deal with a
challenge based on Florida's
1829 statute prohibiting
emancipation of slaves in the
state.

20
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Discovering something
unexpected...

21

John Sutton’s younger brother
Shadrack challenged the
probate of John's Will, and
the emancipation of Lucy
and her children and
grandchildren.

22
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informed and believes that said Sutton
was at that time very aged, and infirm
bodily & mentally and that He was then
and had been for Years wandering in
his intellect, and subject to the most
childish and extravagant superstitions,
that he was kept constantly supplied
with and under the influence of ardent
spirits, that his credulity and imbecility
made him an easy dupe to the artifices
of designing persons who represented
fo him that the families of children
heretofore mentioned were his offspring
when in fact as Your petitioneris
informed and believes, none of said

children were his.

23

And your petitioner further sheweth unto your
Honor, that said John Sutton being not of sound
mind and disposing memory aforesaid was
incompetent to make any disposition of his property

by Will according to Law, and that (the Instrument
of writing which he called) his Last Will and

testament as aforesaid is null and void.

24
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e family must leave Florida.

26
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The Final Decree
March 10, 1847

27

To Enjoy Full and Perfect Freedom...free from the control of all and Every Person ...
December 28, 1846

28
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Sarah Sutton, Born 1829 in Duval

County, Florida in slavery. Died

after 1910 in Pope County lllinois,
in Freedom

29

The legacy of John and Lucy Sutton are
their descendants.

30
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THE LAST WILL OF LUCY SUTTON:
An anftebellum interracial story of love

By Terry Franklin
www.LucySutton.com
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Follow and ™Iike” "Theé Last Will oF LUGy SUffon™ on Facéebook
31
WHAT'S NEW?e
» Around 2015, | discovered my mission,
TO BEND THE ARC OF HISTORY TOWARDS JUSTICE
32
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Three Black Women Who Could
Have Known and Helped Lucy

»Celia, whom the law gave no last name;
P Anna Madgigine Jai Kingsley; and

’Eulalie de Mandeville de Marigny.

33

Celia

(1818-1848)

34
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FLORIDA’S
FORGOTTEN
EXECUTION

The Strange Case of Celia

By: H. Franklin Robbins, Jr. and Steven G. Mason

Intreduction

1f Floridians were asked to name the first
woman executed by the State of Florids, those who
had even the vaguest ides would likely say either
Judi Buenoano, executed March 30, 1998, or Aileen
Wuornos, executed October 9, 2002, but they would
be wrong. The first wom an executed in Florida was
named Celia  She had no last name. She was &
muleto dave and her crime was the murder of her
white master, who was also her father. She was
executed by public hangng on September 22, 1348,
and then forgetten. She died defiartly and without
the least remorse for her crime. This aricle
describes the facts leading up 1o and sumownding
her execution. It also describes to a limited extent
the disgraceful ordesl endured by the eleven
remaining members of her family subsequent to her
death Itisa cheerless and shameful tale n’sh\llxy,
patsicide, public hangings and other long-forgotten
sins that was discovered by accident while thess
wiitess were working on one of 4 series of aticles
concerning the Orange County, Florida Circuit
Cout during the nineleenth century. i

circuit that included Orange County. The old
Orange County cowt records seemed to reveal him
a5 a rather colorful character (which he was not)
during his five-yes tem on the bench (1846-51)
He was nealy always late for court, missed many
tems altogether, and never sentenced enyone Lo jail
inOrange County! Butin a disturbing case with all
the trappings of & Greek tragedy, Judge Douglas
became the first judge to serdence awoman to death
inthe State of Florida. Her name wasCelia

Most of the information contained in this
article was obtained from the probate file of Celia’s
father, and victim, Jacob Bryan? Probate File No
99B is still a part of the court records of Duval
Cousty, Florida, and cortains nealy thirty separate
docum ents. These documeniswere all hand wrilten
by many different individuals, and most are barely
decipherable, not only becauss the passage of nearly
160 years has fuded the ink, but also because the
penmanship of some of the writers was — for lack of
a better woed —terrible. These writers are indebted
to Laurie Hobbs for performing without complairt
the tedioustask of “translating” the peobate file.

o the e ind by Colia

Eackeround

The existing records allow s to begin this
story in January of 1230, the morth and year that

the judges were being researched - more
specifically, Judge Thomass Douglas  Judge
Douglas was the first judge to preside over the
circuit court for the Eastem Circuit of Florids, the

1 SpringfSummer 014

Jazob Bryan and b Taw wife, & fortybwo-

e Bl £ bis B s 0n i Zexmbant “Sh Spa Mg mhih
e iy S i v $n b i dmiato fa
VR i B et By e e 79 o Gt of Dl
Conty, Florida (134 7) (rareaftr “Bryen Frckete P ).

35
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Missouri
Celia

T

~him with the stick unt

Haxexe A NEGRESS.—CELI4, 4 Do --rcssll who
has been under sentonce of death sinve the 1dth of
October, for the murder of her master, RosT. Niw-
BOMEy in June last, was oxecuted noar this place on
the 21st ult. Tho ovening previous to her execu-
tion, and while undor the gallows, she mude what
she said was a full confosgion of the crime, She has,
at varicus times, mmplicated soveral persons; but,
by her dying cenfossion, nll of them are exonorated
from any participation in tho murder. She said
thut on tho evoning of the occurrence she procured
a lurgo, stout stick, (much larger and heavier than
that before desoribed by her,) and touk a position
Lebind the door, leaving it slightly ajarj thab her
master came to the cabin, pushed the door open and
entored; as soon as he entored she struck him with
the stick, felling him to the ground. ' She did not, at
first, intend to kill him, but she said, *as soon zs
I struck him the Dovil FOt into me, and'I struck

1 .he was dead, 'and thon
rolled bim in the fire and burnt himup, Sho de-
nied that any one assisted her, or sided or-abetied
in any way.,. Sho was hung at 23 o'clock, on Fridny,

. 218t t?lf: De(_:g{nléer Ingtl:. -Thus has :slasegi one of ttho
“most horrible! ies ever onacted in our county.
- —TPulton (Mo.) Ir:g;mph o gl 7

'Jan'*’ TR

&he New York Eimes
Published: January 18, 1856
Copyright © The New York Times
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“The Hanging of Celia - THE JACKSONVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETYTHE JACKSONVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

THE JACKSONVILLE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

One City, Many Stories.

The Hanging of Celia

This photo dates from about 1875,
around 10 years after America freed its
slaves. The setting is Clifton Plantation
near Jacksonville. Crouching on the
ground is a young African American
woman who had probably been bom

. into slavery. Most likely, the woman
had heard whispers about the sad
Celia affair of 1848, which involved the
execution of a stave in Jacksonville
The young lady in the picture is holding
| atoddler. He was born after the Civil
War and no doubt first saw the light of
" day as a free person. Standing nearby
may be the top-hatted owner or

| manager of the plantation

CONDEMNED — On October 9, 2002,
a female serial killer named Aileen
Wuornos was executed by lethal
injection. The 46-year-old became only
the third woman executed in Florida
The second had occurred in 1998. The
“Black Widow" Judy Buenoano, age
54, died in the electric chair for the
poisoning death of her husband.

betpsc/ s Javhistory o portial celin] 12021, 452 26 PM)

38
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“The Hanging of Cela - THE JACKSONVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY THE JACKSONVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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THE JACKSONVILLE
HIST
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The Hanging of Celia

This photo dates from about 1875,
around 10 years after America freed its
slaves. The setting is Clifton Plantation
near Jacksonville. Crouching on the
ground is a young African American
woman who had probably been born
into slavery. Most likely, the woman
had heard whispers about the sad
Celia affair of 1848, which involved the
execution of a slave in Jacksonville.
The young lady in the picture is holding
a toddler. He was born after the Civil
‘War and no doubt first saw the light of
day as a free person. Standing nearby
may be the top-hatted owner or
manager of the plantation.

CONDEMNED — On Oclober 8, 2002,
a female serial killer named Aileen
Wuornos was executed by lethal
injection. The 46-year-old became only
the third woman executed in Florida.
The second had occurred in 1998. The
“Black Widow" Judy Buencano, age
54, died in the electric chair for the
poisoning death of her husband.

41

42
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FLORIDA’S
FORGOTTEN
EXECUTION

The Strange Case of Celia
By: H. Franklin Robbing, Jr. and Steven G. Magon

Intreduction

1 Floridiars were ssked to name the first
woman ex ecuted by the State of Floridy those who
Tiad even the vaguest idea would likely say either
Judi Buenoano, executed March 30, 1992, or Aileen
Wornos executed October 9, 2002, tra they would
e wrong The first woman executed in Florida was
mamed Celia. She bad no e name. She was a
mulitto sdave and her erime was the murder of her
white madter, who was also her father. She was
executed by putlic hanging on September 22, 1343,
and then forgotten She died defiastly and without
the least remomse for her erime. This aticle
describes the facts leading wp to end sumownding
her execution. 1t also deseribes 10 a limited extent
the disgraceful ordesl endwed by the eleven
remuining members of her family subsequerd 1o her
desth 1tisa cheerless and shameful tale of slavery,
patacide, public hungings and otber long forgotten
sns that was discovered by acciders while these
writers wese working on one of a series of anticles
concerring the Orange Cousty, Florida Circuit
Court during the rineteerth centiry. Specifically,
the judges were being meemched - more
sprcifically, Judge Thomes Douges  Judge
Douglas was the first judge to presids over the
cucuit court for the Eastern Circuit of Florids, the

1 S pringSummer D14

circuit that included Orange County. The old
Orange County cout records seemed 1o reveal him
a5 8 rather colorful chasscter (which be was nof)
during his fiveyex tem o the bench (1346-51)
He was newly shways late for coust, missed many
i S aiogutt, o owl ol ed anyone to jul
k: A :

the trappings of a Gredk tragedy, Judge Douglas
rcame the first judge 10 serkence 8 woman 1o death
in the State of Florida. Her name wasCelia

Most of the mformation contained in this
mticle was obtained from the probate file of C:
fother, and victim, Jacob Bryan? Probate File No
99B is sl o past of the cowt records of Duval
County, Florids, and cortains newly thirty separste
documents These documentswere all hand written
by many different individusls, snd most are busely
deciphersble, not orly because the passage of nearly
160 years has faded the ink, but also because the
peamanship of some of the writers was - for lack of
& better word —terrible. These writers are indebled.
to Laurie Hobbs for performing without complairt
the tedious task of “trandlsting” the grobae file

Fuctid show: Depicticn of crowing ke M e onu ased by Celia
k0 acch By,

Hackeround
The exidirg records allow s 1o begin this
oty in January of 1330, the morth and year that
Jacob Bryan and his common law wife, 8 fortytwo-

R i 5o 1 s o AR S g Mg .
e sbweyyroch s the . ke Ropw S0 1t hawe i Fckocarile o e
cres i el ety Snded
she Erce of Taod Byon, Oun 10,41 593, ok Conmtof Dl

Firsa (1647) Qurwtier oo s P ).

i
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The Final Decree
Affirming that John
Sutton’s Will is Valid

44
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Anna Madgigine Jai Kingsley

(1793-1870)

45

ANNA MADGIGINE
AL RINSSIES

DANIEL L. SCHAFER

46
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» “Let it be known that | ... possessed as a slave a black
woman called Anna, around eighteen years of age,
bought as a bozal [newly imported African] in the port of
Havana from a slave cargo, who with the permission of
the government was introduced here; the said black
woman has given birth to three mulatto children: George,
about 3 years 9 months, Martha, 20 months old, and Mary,
one month old. And regarding the good qualities shown
by the said black woman, the nicety and fidelity which
she has shown me, and for other reasons, | have resolved
to set her free ... and the same to her three children.”
Zephaniah Kingsley to Spanish Colonial Government,
1811

47

James McNeill
Whistler,
“Arrangement
in Grey and
Black No. 1"

48
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Diorama Exhibit of Anna
Kingsley.Kingsley Plantation,
Timucuan Ecological and Historic
Preserve

GEORGIA

FLORIDA Fernandina
R
o Amelia
R
g ATLANTIC
/ OCEAN
T isang
fongley planiaion o
Fort Georga Istand

Map of East Florida, Schaefer,
Daniel, “Anna Madgigene Jai
Kingsley”

1850s hy Kingsley family members and relatives:
(¢ hesterfield), Mary.and John Sammis (Strawberry Mills), Martha Baxter
(St. tsabel), and g‘-\rlcx 1. MeNeill (Reddy’s Point). T'hcse esiates were
at the center of a unique free black community.

50
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Johnnetta
Betsch Cole

» Anna’s legacy (born
1936) is anthropologist,
educator, museum
director, and college
president. Cole was the
first female African-
American president of
Spelman College from
1987 to 1997. She was
president of Bennett
College from 2002 to
2007. During 20092017
she was Director of the
Smithsonian Institution’s
National Museum of
African Art.

» Susan Fatio L'Engle was the
great-grandmother of “Wrinkle
in Time" author Madeleine
L'Engle. Arefugee of the
Florida Patriot War (1812-1814)
like Anna, Susan made weekly
trips to visit and drink cold tea
with “the African princess”
whom Susan said was
“ostracized by whites and
blacks” and “nearly died of
homesickness.”

52
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Eulalie de Mandeville de

Marigny

(1774-1848)

53

United States in 1850 A

Free States, Slave States, and Territories

r\j”-“h e Minn. S
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.....................
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b N.Mex.
_ Terr.

Free and
Slave
States in
1850

(U.S. Slavery in 1850
[ ] Free state
1 siave state
Free 5mltode. bascd on:

| g N
NW Ordinance, 1787 Territorics open to slavery by:
] M mpromise, 1862 [ 1 M “ompromise, 182X 0 200 00 Mles
r . 5 » s}
L ] Oreg. Terr. Act 1848 [ “smpromize of 185
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Marie Laveau

» Voudou Queen of
New Orleans,
herbalist, healer,
midwife, spiritualist,
hair stylist, mystic, civil
rights leader,
advocate for the
oppressed. Often
caricatured in
popular culture.

Eulalie de Mandeville de
Marigny
(1774-1848)

1/24/2022
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Count Pierre Philippe
Mandeville de Marigny
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Certificate Of Marriage

Aschiocese of New Crieans
Department of Archves
7887 Waimsiey Ave.
New Ordeans, LA 70125

This Is To Certify

That Fugene Macarty

Son of Barthelomy de Macarty and Marie Belisle Pellerin

and Eulalie

Dasghter of Phillippe Pierre Marigay de Mandeville, mother not given
Were lawfully married

Onthe __ 220 Dayof October, 1845

According to the Rite of the Roman Cathobe Chirch
Rev. C. Moulard officiating
In the presence of Charles Emmanuel. Laminie Michel Valcourt Durel

And _Drausin Barthelomy Macarty, Marie Joanne Dutouil _ Winesses.
A true and exact extract from the Marriage Register of

St. Augustine Church, New Orleans, Louisiana

This certificate is issued by the Archives of the Archdiocese of New Orleans.

Date 17 September 2018 Vol 1 Page 79 No. Noi Given

Cortiied by i&w\am ﬂ%ﬂu
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Creole Woman With “Maid”, by Edouard
Marquis

61

AL Rescurcesfor:  STUDENTS  ALUMNI  FACULTY  STAFF £ Events 5 About HLS

HARVARD

LAW SCHOOL Admissions Academics & Clinical - Faculty & Research Careers Library News

A 19th-century document
leads Terry L’»‘ﬁr”‘: i '89 on

4 journ€ey ok \”d =1 ’COVCI'Y

Read More —

.

www.LucySutton.com
Follow and “like” “The Last Will of Lucy Sutton” on Facebook
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» What will you do...

» To Bend The Arc of History Towards Justice?

63

» What will you do...

» To Bend The Arc of History Towards Justice?

» Support
»The Equal Justice Initiative
»eji.org

» Association for the Study of African American
Life and History (ASALH)

»asalh.org
»The HistoryMakers
» TheHistoryMakers.org

64
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» What will you do...

» To Bend The Arc of History Towards Justice?

» Terrence Franklin
» www.LucySutton.com
» Facebook: The Last Will of Lucy Sutton
» Twitter: TerryFranklinLA
» IG: TerryFranklin

» Lawfirm, Sacks, Glazier, Franklin & Lodise, LLP:
www.TrustLitigation.LA
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